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YESTERDAY, 
YOU SAID 
YOU WERE 
GOING TO DO 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT STEEL 
LADY 

i NANASE. j 


’ BUT YOU 
TACKLED HER, 
AND THEN 
SHE REVIVED. 
AND WHEN 
KURO-KUN 
BROKE 
HER NECK, 
SHE ST/U 
> REVIVED. 


WHAT 
IS SHE 
ANYWAY? 


SHE'S A 
MONSTER. 


I KNOW 
THRT. 
LET ME 
REPHRASE. 



































but I'LL 

/ NEEP 

' YOUR 

ICRLLEP HELP, 
YOU HERE SRKI- 
TONIGHT SRN. 
TO 

PISCUSS a 

THRTVERy I s "—^ 
THING. / 


STEEL 

LRPy NRNRSE 
ISN'T youR 
NORMAL, 
GRRPEN 
VRRIETy 
SPECTRE. ^ 





























' SHE WHS 
CREATEP BY 
THE FANTASIES 
ANP PESIRES 
OF HUMANS 
LIVING IN 
THE MOPERN 
AGE. , 


SHE'S H 
MONSTER. 

OF THE 
IMHGINH- 
T/ON. 


Ill 











































































































































































































































"tf/np/Kr- 


BUT I 
DESIRE R 
DIFFERENT 
KIND OF 
CLOSENESS. 
SOMETHING 
V SWEETER. > 


THAT 

CERTAINLY 
IS A FACT, 




































































































































































































...so 

NOW THEY'VE 
ACTUALLY 
STARTED 
COMING TO 
ME FOR 
HELP. 


THERE 

WASN'T TIME 
TO CHLL 
IWANAGA, SO 
I WENT TO 
FIND STEEL 
LADY NANASE 
WITHOUT 
HER. 
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1 NEITHER^ 
SENPR! NOR*. 
SAKI-SAN SEEM 
I TO HAVE YET$ 
BEEN CARRIED 
! AWAYBY 
SENTIMENTALI 

f^.BUT J 

I^MUST 
MAINTAIN 
CONSTANT 
VIGILANCE. 


SAKI-SAN 
SEEMS ; 
DETERMINED 
TO SEE THIS 
THROUGH, AND \ 
UNFORTUNATELY 
SHE'S i ALREADY 
RUN INTO 
KURo-SENPPI. 

! 
















































I WILL FORCE 
HER TO 

ACKNOWLEDGE 
THE CHASM 
BETWEEN US! 

































"'WHEN I 
LOOKED 
CLOSER, I 
COULD SEE 
I THRT UNDER 
GOT SO HER MPSK, 
SCHRED, HER MOUTH 
I RRN! WRS SLIT 
BUT SHE OPEN... 






























































































/ OH, 1% 
. . KNOW N 

wy \ 

I HEARP A 

/ THAT ONE. 

\ / REALLY SCARY 

mmm\ the slit- 

mf RUMOR/ A 

mouth 

M WOMAN WITH A 

\ WOMAN, 

slit mouth will 

. . \ RIGHT? / 

\ COME AFTER YOU 
| WITH A SICKLE... . 

ki 

M \ o 

Imm. a 
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f I'M \ 
SURE 
THAT'S 
JUST 
THE WHY 
THINGS 
k ARE. / 


THIS 
WORLP 
ISN'T AS 
STABLE 
AS WE 
THINK. 


THERE'S 
SOME K/NP OF 
ENERGY THAT 
BUILPS UP IN 
PLACES, THAT 
CAN TWIST 
LOGIC, CAN 
BE ANYTHING, 
CHANGE INTO 
ANYTHING. 























THEN R 
HUMRN'6 
WRRPEP 
FANTASY 
FLOWS 
INTO IT. 


OR MRYBE 
WHRT 
WE CRLL 
"THE OTHER- 
WORLPLY" 
RRE BEINGS 
BORN FROM 
INSIPE THRT 
ENERGY. 


IF THRT , 
ENERGY 
GRTHERS 
RROUNP 
THRT NRME — 
THRT CORE— 
IT PROPUCES 
R PHYSICRL 
FORM. 


IF YOU 
WERE TO 
GO BRCKR 
THOUSRNP, 
TWO 

THOUSRNP 

YERRS, 

OR EVEN 
MORE YERRS, 
MRYBE RLL 
YQKRI RNP 
SPECTRES... 


... CRN BE 
TRRCEP 
BRCK TO 
HUMRN 
IMAGINA¬ 
TION. 
































SO I CAN'T 
DENY THAT 
THE HUMAN 
IMAGINATION 
COUUP CREATE 
A MONSTER. 


BUT 

EVEN SO, 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE 
IS TOO 
DIFFERENT 
FROM WHAT 
YOU'RE 
TELLING 
ME. 


WELL... I 
KNOW THAT 
GHOSTS 
AND Y6KAI 
DO EXIST. 


SHE 

HHS BEEN 
GIVEN 
THE NAME 
"STEEL 
LADY 
NANASE"... 


' ...ALONG . 
WITH A VERY' 
DISTINCT 
IMAGE—THE 
DRESS, 
STEEL 
GIRDER, 
AND BIG 
. BREASTS. 


BUT IT 

HASN'T EVEN 
BEEN A YEAR 
SINCE KARIN 
NANASE DIED. 





























































































































THE 
ILLUS¬ 
TRATION 
WASN'T 
PRAWN 
BASEP ON 
STORIES 
OF THE 
GHOST. 


f THE 
7 GHOST 
TOOK THAT 
SPECIFIC 
FORM 
BECAUSE 
THAT 

ILLUSTRATION 
HAS CREATEP 
THAT IMAGE 
OF STEEL 
LAPY NANASE 
IN SO MANY 
i PEOPLE'S i 
\ MINPS. k 














































































you 
MIGHT 
SPY THPT 

this vepy 

SITE... 


...IS THE 
TRUE 
STEEL 
LRpy 
NHNHSE. 


















































n MONSTER 
OP THE 

■r ^ IMAGINATION 

¥ AS LONG IS FUELED BY 
r AS THAT THE POWER 
IMAGINATION OF IMAGINA- 
PERPETUATES JION. 

FANTASIES j 

ABOUT HER, AS A 

LONG AS PEOPLE w ^ 

CONSTANTLY 
HOPE FOR HER 
TO BE REAL, 1H 

STEEL LADY !■ 

NANASE WILL BE !■ 

L IMMORTAL 


r YOU CAN 
CUT OFF HER 
HEAD, GOUGE 
OUT HER HEART, 
KILL HER AS 
MANY TIMES AS 
YOU WANT, AND 
SHE'LL JUST 
. COMEBACK. 


W 1 HER LIFE 
f ISN'T 

IN HER 
THERE BODY 
P1?F 

OUTSIDE 
DESIRES 
GIVING 
HER SHAPE 
AND SUB¬ 
STANCE. 


wTzishe app&an 
ra^ain tonight' 7 ] 


iis-jutet 
ibut. 






















































































































































































































































fl STORY 
WITH NO 
GHOST... 































HLL you 
CRN THINK 
ABOUT IS 
THAT IMAGE— 
WHETHER THE FEAR THAT 
YOU BELIEVE MAyBE THEy 

IT OR NOT, WOULD USE 

THE RUMOR SOME MyS- 

STICKS TERy MEAT. 

AROUND IN 














































STRRTEP 
OUT PS 
SOME CRRZY 
THEORY 
THRT 

SOMEBODY 
JUST SHIP 
TO BE 
FUNNY. 


RRTIONRL 
EXPLRNR- 
TIONS BE 
PRMNEP — 
THE LIE HRS 
BECOME 
THE TRUTH. 



























































&«aetv wfru mmmm 

0 course she'd come bach as a ghost. 

<35S> Name-. Withheld bequest tt m nJ 

1 can't believe she's getting close en/ 
to people to cause accidents, he* J 
try being less conspicuous. 1 


f SOME- \ 
THING \ 
MORE 
RPPERUNG 
THPN THE 
"'STEEL LRDY 
NRNPSE IS 
RGHOST " / 
PERUTY. 


I WILL 
POST THE 
*STEEL LRDY 
NRNRSE 
IS FICTION " 
STORY 
DIRECTLY 
ONTO THE 
WIKI. 


<356> Name'. Withheld by Request W/W 
I? she's a vengeful ghost, 
wouldn't she, like, curse everyone'? 




Name 



















































































YES. 
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THE 

FICTION 
WHS MHPE 
RERLITY. 





THERE WHS NO 
DEFINITE PROOF, 
BUT EVERYONE 
BELIEVED IT WHS 
TRUE, SO IT BECAME 
THE NUMBER ONE 
EXPLHNHTION. 





























SO IF FI LIE 
BECOMES 
TRUTH, THRT 
NEW TRUTH 
CRN BE 
SHAKEN BY 
ANOTHER LIE, 


SO... BY 
BELIEVING 
THE LIE, I WHS 
CONTRIBUT¬ 
ING... 


...TO 

MONSTERCIPE 
BY FICTION, 
WITHOUT EVEN 
REALIZING IT? 
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you LIVE 
YOUR LIFE 
WITH THESE 
SPECTRES, 
AND yOU WRNT 
TO EXPLAIN 
TO PEOPLE 
THAT A REAL 
ONE DOESN'T 
EXIST? 


THAT'S 


FRAUD IF 


I EVER 


HEARD IT. 


I ADMIT 
THAT IT 
MAKES 
SENSE... 
BUT... 


THESE DESIRES 
TAKE OPPOSING 
VECTORS, 
BUT THEy DO 
COEXIST, AND 
WE CAN EASILy 
FLIP THEIR 
DIRECTION. 


































THERE ARE 
RERL INCIDENTS 
OF ATTEMPTED 
ASSAULT, 
FREQUENTLY 
OCCURRING IN 
MAKURAZAKA. 
WHO IS CAUSING 
THEM? 


WHY 

WOULD THEY 
BE CAUSING 
THESE 
INCIDENTS? 


...IF WE CAN 
PRESENT AN 
APPEALING 
ANSWER THAT 
REALISTICALLY 
EXPLAINS BOTH 
OF THESE 
POINTS... 



























































































































































































YSKAl: 

makuragaeshi, 

THE PILLOW 
FLIPPER 











































































































































































































KUR6- 

KUN. 


HOW CRN 
THIS GIRL 
LOOK SO 
MUCH LIKE 
R REFINED 
LADY BUT 
SHY SUCH 
VULGAR 
THINGS? 
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ALL WE NEED 
IS FOR PEOPLE 
TO BELIEVE 
THAT SOMEONE 
INTENTIONALLY 
CREATED STEEL 
LADY NANASE 
FOR SOME 
REASON. 


SO THE 
SOLUTION 
DOESN'T HAVE 
TO SINGLE OUT 
A CULPRIT. 















































































THRT WOULD 
WITHSTAND POLICE 
INVESTIGATION 
AND ATRIAL, THIS 
SHOULD ACTUALLY 


































































































































THE 

INVESTIGATORS 7 
FIRST QUESTION 
WAS WHAT WAS 
KARIN NANASE 
DOING THERE TO 
BEGIN WITH? 


THERE WERE 
STREET LIGHTS 
AROUND THE 
ABANDONED 
APARTMENT 
CONSTRUCTION 
SITE. 
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KRRIN 
NANASE 
WRS STILL R 
MINOR, RNP 
NOT LEGALLY 
ALLOWED TO 
SMOKE. 




















































f SO THAT 1 
CONSTRUCTION 
SITE, SURROUNDED 
BY WALLS, WAS 
PROBABLY THE 
BEST PLACE 
FOR HER. i 


r nND IN THE I 
MIDDLE OF A 
RAINY NIGHT, 
THERE WOULD 
BE EVEN FEWER 
PEOPLE AROUND, 
AND THE SMOKE 
WOULDN'T BE 
, AS VISIBLE. 









































r AND 
THEY DIDN'T 
TEST SALIVA 
FROM EVERY 
CIGARETTE BUTT, 
SO THEY CAN'T 
CONFIRM THAT 
SHE SMOKED 
EVERY ONE 
. OF THEM... . 


f BUT THE 1 
INVESTIGA- ' 
TION DIDN'T 
TURN UP 
ANYONE THAT 
KARIN NANASE 
WOULD WAIT 
FOR OUT IN 
, THE RAIN... 1 


...LONG 
ENOUGH TO 
SMOKE FIVE 
CIGARETTES 
BUT NOT 
EVEN TOUCH 
HER CELL 
PHONE. 
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¥ UNPER 
THOSE CIR¬ 
CUMSTANCES, 
IT'S HARP TO 
IMAGINE THAT 
SHE WOULP 
CONTACT 
ANYONE SHE 
, KNEW. . 


SO WHILE THE ^ 
POLICE PIP LOOK 
AT HOMICIPE, 
THEY STARTEP 
LEANING MORE 
HEAVILY TOWARP 
IT BEING AN 
ACCIPENT FAIRLY 
\ EARLY ON. / 


BUT 

IT'S ALSO 
TRUE THAT, 
IF THIS WERE 
ACCURATE, 
THERE ARE 
OTHER 
QUESTIONS 
THAT NEEP 
TO BE 
ANSWEREP. 
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BUT THE MEDIA 
WASN'T GIVING 
HER ANY REST, 
AND PEOPLE 
SUSPECTED HER 
OF KILLING 
HER OWN 
FATHER. 


/ SHE WAS ^ 
UNDER A LOT 1 
OF STRESS, 
AND IN THAT 
SITUATION, SHE 
COULD HAVE 
BEEN PRONE 
TO SELF¬ 
DESTRUCTIVE 
\ BEHAVIOR. I 


f THAT'S 
ENOUGH TO 
SEND SOME¬ 
BODY OUT IN 
THE RAIN FOR 
A CIGARETTE, 
RIGHT? 




































HER OWN 
SISTER 
HAD H 
MOTIVE? 


AND THE N 
PERSON 
WITH THE 
STRONGEST 
MOTIVE—KARIN 
NANASE'S 
OLDER SISTER 
HRT6UMI- 
HAD AN 
ALIBI. 










































HPTSUMI 
PIPN'T HELP 
WHEN THE 
MEPIR WPS 
PETER. HER, 
RNP PCTUPLLY 
CPMEPOWN 
PRETTY HPRP 
ON HER. 










































































HATSUM! 
WOULP HAVE 
PROFITEP 
FROM HER 
SISTER'S 
PERTH, 
EMOTIONALLY 
RNP 

FINANCIALLY. 




HRTSUMI 
DIDN'T HAVE A 
WINDOW OF TIME 
BIG ENOUGH 
TO LERVE HER 
HOTEL, TRAVEL 
OVER 500 KM* 
TO MRKURRZAKA, 
KILL HER SISTER, 
AND MAKE 
IT BACK TO 
HOKKAIDO. 


KARIN 
NANASE'S 
ESTIMATED 
TIME OF DEATH 
WAS BETWEEN 
MIDNIGHT AND 
ONE IN THE 
MORNING. 













































































RNP THEY 
WOULDN'T NRVB 
ONLY TRUSTEP 
HER FRIENPS 
RNP LOVER- 
THEY WOULP 
HRVE PSKEP 
HOTEL EMPLOYEES , 
ETC. TO 

v CORROBORRTE. / 

















































PURING THE 
INVESTIGATION, 
SHE WHS THE 
ONLY ONE... 


■ 11 / ...WHO ' 

■ly EXPRESSEP 

POUBT THRT HEP 
SISTER WOULP 
/ ^ KILL HERSELF 

/ OR WOULP HAVE 

> BEEN IN A MENTAL 

STATE WHERE 
SHE SHE WOULP 

APAMANTLY CONSIPER IT. , 

REFUSEP TO A 

BELIEVE IT. i Jk 


I PIP 
RERP 
SOME 
COMMENTS 
TO THRT 
EFFECT 
IN THE 
TRBLOIPS. 



r THE 
BIGGEST 
QUESTION 
SURROUNPING 
KARIN NANASE'S 
PERTH IS 
HATSUMI 
NANASE 
HERSELF. 






























BUCKLE UNDER. 
PRESSURE > 0A/P 
SHE HAD R LOT 
OF CONFIDENCE 
IN HER LOOKS. 






































SHE KEPT RECORD. 
ASKING THE IN¬ 
VESTIGATORS 
THE SAME 
QUESTIONS, 

EVEN AFTER 
THEY RULED IT 
AN ACCIDENT. 













































































































7 ^ 

/ 


/ IF I KNOW 
HOW you 
WORK, you 

\ 


ALREADY 

■ 


HRVE R 



PRETTy 
GOOD IDER 
OF WHRT 
y HAPPENED. 

| 
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r YOU'RE 1 
RIGHT, THERE 
IS NOTHING 
HERE. AND NOW, 
THERE AREN'T 
EVEN RNY 
PEOPLE TO 
SEE US. , 


PLUS, IT'S 
R TIME OF 
NIGHT WHEN 
IT'S ERSIER 
TO FIND NON¬ 
PEOPLE OUT 
RND ABOUT. 


SCENES OF 
DEATHS RND 
MURDERS... 


...HAVE R 
NATURAL 
TENDENCY. 


















...TO 

RTTRHCT 

SUCH 

THINGS! 


APPARENTLY, 
SHE'S JUST 
NOT HAPPY 
UNTIL SHE 
POES THAT. 


IT'S MY 
SACRED 
PRIESTESS 
DANCE// 


PRIESTESSES 
DRAW HASlC 
CIRCLES? 







































































































































HYOUNG 
WOMHN... 


' YOU 
MEAN 
KRRIN 
NPNHSE, 
RIGHT? 










































































































THE POOR 
THING,.. I 
HEARD THAT 
SHE'S BECOME 
A VENGEFUL 
SPIRIT AND 
IS WREAKING 
HAVOC ALL 
OVER THE 
CITY 


IF ONLY I 
HAD BEEN 
STRONGER, 
MAYBE I 
COULD HAVE 
STOPPED 
ALL THIS. 


DON'T 
BLAME 
YOURSELF. 
NONE OF 
THIS IS YOUR 
, FAULT. 


\ sogM 

f w 

mj 

_ L (A 
- 






STEEL LADY 
NANASE ISNH 
A VENGEFUL 
SPIRIT. SHE'S 

“as* b s f p 6 r o e f nt 

INFORMB- MONSTER. 
TION MAY 
HELP US 
DEFEAT 
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' THERE'S 
SOME CATALYST 
THAT CAUSES 
PEOPLE TO 
SUPPORT THE 
IMPOSSIBLE. 


WE WON'T 
KNOW HOW 
MANY PEOPLE 
WILL BELIEVE 
US UNTIL 
WE'VE TRIED. 


SOME ' 
TRIGGER 
THAT MAKES 
THEM TURN 
THEIR BACK 
ON THE 
CORRECT 
W VIEWS. 
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HOTEL: LOVELOVE MHNOR 
































"WHY 

WOULD SOME¬ 
ONE DRESS 
LIKE STEEL LRDY 
NRNRSE AND 
ATTACK PEOPLE 
NIGHT AFTER 
NIGHT?" 


' if you 

PUT YOUR 
MIND TO IT, 
YOU COULD 
COME UP 
WITH ANY 
NUMBER OF 
MOTIVES. 



IT MAY HAVE N 
A STRONGER 
PULL IF WE CAN 
BELIEVABLY 
LINK IT TO PAST 
INCIDENTS AND 
POLISH IT UP 
INTO A REAL 
TEARJERKER. 


r SO YOU 1 
WANT A 
TRUTH THAT'S 
NOT REALITY, 
BUT JUST A 
STORY . 































































YES. 






















THERE ISN'T 
JUST ONE FUTURE 
THAT'S SET IN 
STONE. 


IF YOU LOOK 
FORWPRP FROM THIS 
POINT IN TIME, THE FUTURE 
BRANCHES OUT ANP 
CHANGES, CONSTANTLY 
SPREAPING OUT INTO 
PIFFERENT PATHS. 













































































































































































































































































' ...MAYBE 
IT'S THAT 
WAY FOR 
THE KUDAN, 
V TOO. 


THEN MAYBE 
SEEING THE FUTURE 
IS A PRIVILEGE 
GRANTED TO THOSE 
ON THE BRINK 
OF DEATH. 


THEY 

DON'T DIE 
BECAUSE THEY 
PROPHESY, 


BUT THEY 
ARE ALLOWED 
TO PROPHESY 
BECAUSE THEY'RE 
ABOUT TO DIE. 














































I r-v .. f ^ ^ 'f^ rV ~ 
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DESTROYED, 


BUT NOT 


ONE THHT 


I COULD 


THERE * 
WERE 
TOO MANY 
BRANCHES- 
I WOULDN'T 
HAVE BEEN 
ABLE TO 
SORT 
THROUGH 
THEM ALL 
IN TIME. 


REACH. 



I BARELY 
HAD ENOUGH 
TIME TO GRAB 
ONE THAT WOULD 
DEFINITELY LET 
ME BEAT HER. 















































































































YOU'RE 
THE ONE WHO 
CAN'T JUST 
DO WHATEVER 
YOU WANT 
AND ALWAYS 
COME OUT 
UNSCATHED. 
































TOO 
COMPLI¬ 
CATED TO 
EXPLAIN. 


RIGHT. 
AND WE 
DON'T KNOW 
THAT SHE HAS 
ANYTHING 
TO DO WITH 
THIS CASE. 


/ pip you 

EVER THINK 
ABOUT USING 
YOUR POWER 
OVER THE 
FUTURE TO 
CHOOSE ONE 
WHERE YOU 
HNP SAKI-SAN 
PIPN'T BREAK 
\ UP? y 


/ IF I THOUGHT \ 
I COULD GET 
AWAY WITH THAT, 
THE FIRST THING 
I'D DO WOULD 
BE TO GET A 
FUTURE WHERE 
I BREAK UP 
V WITH YOU. j 


I COULDN'T 
USE MY 
POWERS 
FOR THAT. 

IT JUST 
WOULDN'T 
BE RIGHT. 


























































W I MAY BE 1 
'able to grab 

HOLD OF THE 
FUTURE, BUT THE 
CHANGES ARE 
INFINITE AND 
COMPLICATED. 

I CAN'T GET TO 
WHERE I WANT 
TO BE WITH- 
V OUT SOME j 
k EFFORT. A 


THIS POWER 
IS PRETTY MUCH 
ONLY GOOD FOR 
AVOIDING A FEW 
MISFORTUNES 
AND MISSED 
, OPPORTUNITIES. 


SIGN: NOTIONAL TRAFFIC SAFETY CAMPAIGN 


































I KNOW 
THAT YOU 
HAVE SOME 
AFFECTION 
FOR ME, 
SENPAI. 


, ^say, "I'll 
iK never 

7 LEAVE 

OR, "I you, NO 
SWEAR I'LL MATTER 
MAKE YOU WHAT," 
HAPPy." 

SOMETHING is_ 

PASSIONATE fiLTfl |I 
LIKE THAT. 

































































































I DOUBT 
JSTEEL 

wlpdy .' 

INANASE 

^TSTQBCB'a 

mO/KlElM 
ANYONE 
- YET. 


lASiNOfONE\ 
~$TR/ESiTPM 


WtCONFRONT. 
HER, ANYONE' 
WHO SEES : 
HER should: 
BE ABLE TO 
GET AWAY. r 


_I 






















































MRYBE I 
SHOULD 
HRVE RSKED 
THEM TO 
STRY THE 
NIGHT... 





KURQ-KUN 
WOULD 
NEVER GIVE 
ME THRT 
KIND OF 
RTTITUDE , 
NOT EVEN 
RS R JOKE. 











































THINKING 
BHCK ON 
IT, MHYBE 
HE WHS 
TOO 

RESERVEP. 


HE 

HHSN'T 
CHHNGEP. 


HE'S 

EHTEN 

MERMHIP 

MEHT. 

IF HE'S 
GOING TO 
LOOK LIKE 
THHT 
FOREVER... 
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/tr ® ' X 1 • ■ 
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IT'S TOO 
HEAVY R 
BURDEN 
FOR ME. 


AND THE 
KUDAN— 
OUR TRUMP 
CARD IN 
DEFEATING 
STEEL. LADY 
NANASE—THE 
PROPHETIC 
BEAST 
THAT CAN 
SEE THE 
FUTURE. 




^ 



v STBBL 
mLQPX 
Wjms'B. 



























































A WOMAN 
WITH NO FACE, 
WEARING A REP 
PRESS ANP 
CARRYING A 
STEEL BEAM, 
JUST LIKE THE 
RUMORS SHIP. 





















MRKEUPn 


wmewm 

WJ&MELn 

WoNENBOm 


SHE*% 
WFt NTS 
TO FIGHT, 
HUH P 
THEN I'LL 
HPVE TO 
FIGHT. 
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♦ TO BE CONTINUED IN VOLUME 4 




















IN/SPECTRE 



(and l mentioned this in the foreword and on the belly band of 
the Japanese edition) was mostly inspired by “Lust of the White 
Serpent,” a story from the llgetsu Monogatari anthology compiled by 
IJeda Akinari hack in the Edo Era. 


In “Lust of the White Serpent,” there’s a passage where an actual spectre 
gives a rational explanation as to why the bizarre phenomenon that she 
herself had caused through her spectre powers were not actually caused 
by a spectre, which was an unusual twist that left a deep impression on 
me. Then there’s the government official who has no trouble believing in 
the supernatural and uses discretion when dealing with the characters 
publicly, but when another character hears the rational explanation, he 
quickly rejects the idea of the paranormal, as if it’s only common sense 
that there wouldn’t be any sucb supernatural activity “in this day and 
age,” and so we see another curious disconnect between worldviews. 
And l think that disconnect stood out even more because it was written 
in an older time, about an even older time. 

Some of you may be thinking, “So what?” but even as worldviews and 
logic are warped and twisted, everything somehow comes together the 
way it’s supposed to and the world looks like everything works just fine, 
but something’s not right—that’s the sense that l got from that story, 
and in some ways, l was trying to re-create it. 

Now a murder has taken place in the manga, raising the bar on what 
Kotoko Lwanaga must do to win, but this is where the story will be 
moving into its solution arc. There are some developments that are 
going to be even harder to turn into a manga, and I’m worried that 
Katase-sensei’s going to yell at me, “You can only put so much dialogue 
into something!” I really can’t just be a casual reader. 


Well, l hope you’ll read the next volume. 


Kyo Shirodaira 


l am Kyo Shirodaira, the original author who, as always, is 
enjoying this manga as just another reader. This is volume 
three. Despite what l said, l can’t exactly just read the 
series as a form of lighthearted entertainment. 

Especially because, since l wrote the original book a few 
years ago, I’ve lost the sense that I’m reading my own 
work, so I’ll get all haughty, and think things like, “Listen 
to that dialogue! This author has no idea how to write,” 
and then, after a minute, I’ll realize that l was the author—l 
wrote that dialogue—and that gets pretty awkward (then 
l check the novel to see what l wrote, and sure enough, 
it was my writing all along). But other times, I’ll think, 
“Wow, whoever chose that wording really knows how to 
write,” and immediately reply with, “What a way to talk 
about yourself!” and get ferociously embarrassed. I just 
can’t win. 

Anyway, l tbink in this volume we’re finally starting to see 
what the (Japanese) title Invented Inference is referring 
to. The stage has been set and basic rules presented as 
to what the story wants to do as a “mystery,” and now 
it’s time to start the showdown. They even said in this 
volume that they’re going to present a realistic solution to 
a supernatural phenomenon, and the plot is proceeding in 
a definitely mystery-type direction. But l will admit that it 
is fairly nonstandard in that they’re going to explain how 
an actual spectre is not a spectre. 

But this sort of premise isn’t so unusual for mystery 
stories. There are lots of earlier examples, and plenty of 
variations on it, too. You also see it in works categorized as 
fantasy mystery novels, but of all those, the novel l wrote 
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Chashiba Katase 


TRANSLATION NOTES 


Goblin cat, page 14 

The word Kuro used in the original Japanese was 
bakeneko, or “transforming cat." You can always 
tell a bakeneko from a regular cat because it has 
two tails. According to Japanese folklore, when a 
cat lives long enough, its tail splits into two and it 
gains supernatural powers. 




Slit-Mouth Woman, page 22 

Slit-Mouth Woman, or Kuchi-Sake Onna, 
is an actual urban legend from Japan, 
very much as Kotoko described. There are 
variations as to her weapon of choice— 
here it's a sickle, but in other versions she 
carries a butcher's knife or scissors. If her 
victim tells her she's not pretty, she'll kill 
them, but if they say she's still pretty even 
with her mouth slit open, she'll slit their 
mouth to match. 


Urban legends, page 23 

As the reader may have guessed, 
all the names behind Kotoko 
belong to urban legends known 
across Japan. The human-faced 
dog is just what it sounds like— 
a dog with a human face that 
can speak words and run very 
fast, and is generally considered 
to be a bad omen. The headless 
rider may sound like a character 
from a certain popular anime or 
Light novel, but the urban legend 
about a motorcycle racing down 
the highway with a headless 
rider dates from before then, and possibly comes from a 1979 movie. Red Cape, 
Murasaki Babaa (purple crone), and Hanako-san are all spirts that haunt public 
restrooms (usually at school). Teke-teke is the ghost of a woman who was cut in 
half when she was run over by a train, who will chase after those who encounter 
her by running on her elbows, dragging her torso on the ground. Kunekune 
is a white, fluttering object seen at the end of wide agricultural fields that 
drives people insane if they try too hard to make contact. And Merry-san is an 
abandoned doll that returns to wreak vengeance on the girl who left her. 















Z.Z. Makura-chan, page 25 

This is the mascot character of Makurazaka City. 
Makura can mean pillow, and so the city is represented 
by a character with a pillow for its head. The full name 
in Japanese is Gu Gu Makura-chan, where gu is the 
Japanese onomatopoeia for the sound people make 
when sleeping, hence the translators' rendering of Z.Z. 



Pomade, page 26 

Pomade is a type of 
hair-styling product 
used to create the 
pompadour and 
it also describes 
the stereotypical 
hoodlum that 
sported the 
pompadour hairstyle. 
When the urban 
legend of the Slit- 
Mouth Woman was 
at its peak, rumor 
had it that one of 
the ways to drive 
her off was to chant 
the word pomade 
three to six times. 
Apparently, she 

hates the smell of pomade, so you could also throw actual pomade at her or 
even write the word on your hands and feet as a sort of ward. Other ways to 
deal with the Slit-Mouth Woman were to distract her with hard candy, to run 
away to the second or higher floor of a building, or to chant words like garlic, 
baldy, or dog (possibly because she hates these things). 


The pillow flipper, page 74 

The makuragaeshi is a yokai known 
for playing minor pranks in the 
home, specifically pillow flipping. 
When a sleeper wakes up and finds 
that his or her pillow has been 
moved from under their head to 
near their feet, they know that a 
makuragaeshi has been around. 

In this case, the pillow flipper is 
Kotoko, exchanging Kurd's regular 
old pillow for a “yes" pillow, which 
is used to let him know what her 
answer would be if he wanted to do 
something naughty with her. 



















Karin Nanase was a minor, page 91 

The age of majority in Japan is 20, so while 
Karin Nanase could legally smoke in the 
United States, at age 19, she is still too young 
in Japan. 


A powerless haunt, page 126 

Specifically, this ghost calls himself a jibokurei, which 
means “spirit bound to the earth." This means that he's 
tied inseparably to the place where he died and cannot 
leave it. 


LoveLove Manor, page 133 

This hotel is typical of a certain type of short-stay hotel, 
known as a “love hotel,” which is designed to provide 
privacy for couples who want to be very intimate with 
each other, hence its appeal to Kotoko. 






Senpai, page 146 

For the readers who have been 
patiently ignoring the translators’ 
use of the word senpaibecause 
they're not sure what it means, 
hopefully this exchange has shed 
some light on the subject. Senpai 
Literally means “companion who has 
gone before," and is used to refer 
to someone engaged in the same 
endeavor as the speaker, but who 
started it first. For example, Kuro 
started attending the same school as 
Kotoko before she did. It is also used 
for coworkers, or people who share 
a hobby. Kotoko would be excited to 
call Kuro senpai because it indicates 
a greater closeness than the more impersonal -san. The word for the person 
who started later is kohai, but it isn't commonly used as a form of address. 

















Zashiki Warashi, page 172 

Meaning "room child," a zashiki warashi is a 
child ghost that haunts houses and brings 
them good fortune. They are fond of mischief 
and especially like to prevent people from 
sleeping. 


Traveling Bonus Manga, page 173 

In/Spectre is usually published in a manga magazine called Shdnen Magazine R, 
but this particular bonus manga appeared in Monthly Shdnen Magazine. 


Shichi-Go-San picture, page 176 

Meaning “seven-five-three," Shichi-Go-San is 
a Japanese festival that celebrates children, 
specifically three- and seven-year-old girls, and 
three- and five-year-old boys. Parents dress their 
children in more formal attire and they visit shrines. 
In other words, Kuro is suggesting that Kotoko’s 
picture looks like a seven-year-old (or three-year- 
old) girl. Kotoko, on the other hand, intends for this 
to be a miai, or marriage interview, photo, in which 
someone will dress in formal clothes to present 
him or herself looking their best for a prospective 
spouse. 
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